
ECCUGENE ITY OUNCIL
AISGENDA TEM UMMARY

WorkSession LaneCountyLocalGovernment BoundaryCommission

MeetingDate February14 2007 AgendaItemNumber B
Department PlanningandDevelopment StaffContact KurtYeiter
wwweugene orgov ContactTelephoneNumber 6828379

ISSUESTATEMENT
AworksessionwasrequestedbytheCityCouncilandIntergovernmentalRelations IGR Committeeto
developthecouncil slegislativepoliciesregardingtheLaneCountyLocalGovernment Boundary
Commission LegislationhasbeenintroducedthatwouldeliminatetheBoundaryCommission and
transferfunding throughtheLaneCounty BoardofCountyCommissioners SB417

BACKGROUND
TheLaneCountyLocalGovernmentBoundaryCommissionisastateagencyestablishedin1969to
reviewcertaintypesoflocalgovernmentboundarychanges Thiscommissioniscurrentlytheonly
boundarycommissionremaininginOregon Itssevenmembers whoareresidentsofLaneCounty are
appointedbytheGovernor forfouryearterms The Governorattempts tomakeappointments so
geographicsectionsofLaneCountyarerepresentedonthecommission Thecommissioniscurrently
staffedthroughtheLaneCouncil ofGovernments LCOG Memberjurisdictionshelppaycosts
throughannualassessmentsbasedonpopulation EugenesprojectedassessmentforFY08is 34300

Thepurposesofthecommissionaretosimplifythelocalgovernmentsystemandguideurban
expansion Boundarychangesincludeminorboundary changes suchasannexations toorwithdrawals
fromcitiesordistrictsandtransfersofterritory fromonecitytoanothercity oronedistricttoanother
district Major boundarychangesincludemergers consolidations formations anddissolutionsofcities
ordistricts

TheBoundaryCommissionhasjurisdictionoverthefollowing boundariesofcities domesticwater
districts ruralfireprotectiondistricts sanitarydistricts sanitaryauthorities waterauthoritiesorjoint
waterandsewerauthorities parkandrecreationdistricts highwaylightingdistricts vectorcontrol
districts countyservicedistricts metropolitanservicedistricts geothermalheatingdistricts
corporationsorganized forthepurposeofsupplyingwaterfordomesticuse librarydistricts andspecial
roaddistricts Thecommissionalsohasjurisdiction overtheformationofnewprivatewaterand
wastewatercompaniesorcommunitysystemsandtheextensionofservicesoutsidetheirboundaries
Thecommissionsstatutorystandardsofreviewandadditional informationarecontainedinthesynopsis
attachedtothismemorandum

Asthesoleboundarycommissionremaining inthisstate LaneCounty sisafrequenttopicduring
legislativesessions ThereasonsforabolishingtheBoundaryCommissionthatstaffhearsinclude
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Thecommissionersarenotlocallyelected
Theprocessmaybeslowerormoreexpensive
Thereislittleflexibility intheir decisionsduetotheir criteria
Theyarestrict defendersoftheadoptedcomprehensiveplans
Theyareopposedbyspecialdistricts and
Therestofthestategetsbywithoutthem

TheCityofEugenehasahistoryofdefendingthe LaneCountyLocalGovernmentBoundary
Commissionatthelegislatureforthefollowingreasons

Thecommission providesanimpartialnonCitynonCountyforumforcontroversialissues such
asstreetannexationsandtheformationofspecialdistricts
Staffbelievesthecommission operatesmoreefficientlythanwouldbepossibleiftheCity
assumeditsoperations
Statelawgoverningnonboundarycommissionannexationsdoesnotallowannexationsthatare
notcontiguoustothemainbodyofthecitylimits whichwouldrestrictdevelopment especially
intheRiverRoadandSantaClaraareas orrequiremajorrevisionstotheMetroPlan
Ifthecommissionwereabolished

Manyduties eg minorboundary changes wouldfalltotheCity whichhasresource
implicationsfortheCity
Otherduties eg majorboundary changes willbetransferred toLaneCounty suchas
theformationdissolutionofspecialdistricts and
AnnexationsofpropertieswouldrequirepublichearingsbeforethePlanningCommission
andCityCouncil which hasschedulingimplicationsforbothbodies

AmemorandumthatoutlinesthedivisionofdutiesshouldtheBoundaryCommissionbeabolishedis
includedasAttachmentC

SenateBill417
SB417wasintroducedbyStateSenatorVickiWalkerandRepresentativesPhilBarnhartandChris
Edwards Itwouldabolish theLaneCountyLocal GovernmentBoundaryCommission Therewouldbe
notransitionperiod AllrecordswouldtransfertotheStateArchivist Anyremainingstatemoneys
authorizedtobeexpendedbytheBoundaryCommissionforthebienniumbeginningJuly 1 2007 will
betransferredtoLaneCountyfor equitabledistributiontolocalgovernments forpayingthecosts
associatedwith futureboundarychanges includingCountyexpenses

RepresentativeEdwardsaddressedtheBoundaryCommission atitsregularmeetingonFebruary1
2007 Hesaidthathewasnotopposedtospecificannexationrequests buthefelt thatthewholesystem
ofannexationinRiver RoadandSantaClaraneededtobefixed andthatwastheintentionbehindSB
417 Basedonthisandotherstatementsmadebycandidatesduringtherecentelections staffbelieves
thatthere issubstantialmomentumtowardsabolishingtheBoundaryCommissioninthecurrent
legislature Therefore itwouldlikelytakesignificantefforttoretaintheBoundaryCommission should
theCityCouncildecidetoopposeSB417andsimilarbills

RELATEDCITYPOLICIES
Inthepast theCityCouncilhadalegislativepolicytosupporttheBoundaryCommission Thisyearthe
councilrefrainedfromadoptinganypolicyuntilafter thisworksession
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COUNCILOPTIONS
TheCityCouncilhasseveraloptions fromfullsupportoftheBoundaryCommissioninthislegislative
session toremainingneutral tosupportingthebillthatwouldresultintheabolitionoftheBoundary
Commission Remainingneutralmightbeconstruedbythelegislatureasnonsupport

CITYMANAGERSRECOMMENDATION
TheCityManagerrecommendsfullsupportoftheBoundaryCommission

SUGGESTEDMOTION
MovethattheCityCouncilopposeSB417asa Priority1

Optional MovetodirecttheCityManagertopreparearesolutionstatingtheCityCouncil ssupportfor
theLaneCountyLocalGovernmentBoundaryCommission tobeapprovedbythecouncilatalater
date

ATTACHMENTS
A BoundaryCommissionSynopsis
B SB417
C MemorandumfromPaulaTaylor ExecutiveOfficeroftheLaneCountyBoundaryCommission

datedOctober28 2004

FORMOREINFORMATION
StaffContact KurtYeiter PrincipalPlanner
Telephone 5416828379
StaffEMail KurtMYeiter@cieugeneorus
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